Maine Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians

Membership Meeting

Back Bay Grille

Portland, Maine

September 14, 2005

MINUTES

In attendance:  Drs. Kevin Kendall (Maine ACEP President), Michael Gibbs (President-Elect), Paul Liebow (Secr/Treasurer), John Alexander, Michael Baumann, Kate Drummond, Sandy Stevens, Amy Sedgwick, David Stuchiner, Pete DiPietrantonio, Al Mesrobian, Sid Steinkeler, Doug Collins, Mary Becker, Scott Kemmerer, Diane Wallace, Al Riel, Lanny Oliver, Janet Fowle, Marshall Chamberlin, John Henson, Judy Sandick, Mark Fourre, Jo Linder.   Also in attendance, Anna Bragdon, MaineACEP Chapter Executive, Kim Johnson, Office of Substance Abuse, State of Maine, Dr. Ed Pontius, President-Elect, Maine Association of Psychiatric Physicians, Kathy Stuchiner and Kim Gibbs.
Welcome.  Dr. Kendall welcomed the group and led introductions.

Treasurer’s Report.  Dr. Liebow reported a 35k balance in the account.  5k was recently given to the Coalition on Health Care Access and Medical Liability.  Maine ACEP generally is breaking even.
Liability Reform Update.  Anna Bragdon reviewed for the group the status of the tort reform debate.  The bill to place a cap on non-economic damages failed, although an “I’m sorry” provision passed.  Without the support of many Democrats, the party in power, we were unable to muster up enough votes for passage.  The advice we have been getting is that in order for a change to occur in Maine, there either has to be a crisis or a Republican majority.  The most recent filing for malpractice rates for emergency physicians was a 79% increase.  While most emergency physicians do not pay for this themselves, it is certain to be part of their contract negotiations with the hospital.  In relation to this issue, Dr. Linder suggested to the group that they consider giving to the Maine Medical Association’s PAC to help elect legislators with out interests in mind.
Psychiatric Consultations by Video.  Dr. Ed Pontius, President-elect of the Maine Association of Psychiatric Physicians, thanked the group for their help with the bill allowing psychologists to prescribe.  He spoke to the group about a promising new project.  Dr. Pontius came tonight to see if there is support from the group for tele-psychiatry.  With some lobbying, the state might be able to fund it.  He understands from Phil Tedrick that it’s frustrating to try to get a pysch consult from the ED.  This won’t help get a patient into a bed at Riverview necessarily but it could help with the overcrowding by getting the patient proper care.
The tele-consult would be one on with the patient and the physician.  Credentialing has been identified as an issue.  Maine Telemedicine Services and MEHAF are working on this.  ACEP could help.  Dr. Pontius recommends a letter be sent to Brenda Harvey at DHHS from ACEP.  The project has been pitched to DHHS but has stalled.  Also, ACEP members should talk to their hospitals about credentialing, specifically that it should be expedited.
ACTION TAKEN:  Daivd Stuchiner nominated Phil Tedrick to take the lead on this issue.  The group unanimously agreed.  
Prescription Drug Database.  Kim Johnson, from Maine’s Office of Substance Abuse, told the group that they are setting up a system which would allow immediate access to the database for emergency physicians.  Previously, a request for a patient’s history of prescriptions would have a 24-hour turn-around.  That was handy for family physicians and others but not for the nature of emergency medicine.  The program will be piloted at EMMC this fall.
ACEP DC Rally.  Dr. Kendall noted that there are 30 physicians from Maine attending the rally.  The report cards for each state will be coming out in December.  Mike Baumann and Kevin Kendall are national spokespersons for our state on this.  Six people from MMC are going to the Scientific Assembly and presenting as lecturers.

Maine ACEP Website:  www.maineacep.org.  Anna Bragdon suggested everyone take a look at it and email her comments.  It contains the minutes from previous minutes, as well as future meeting notices and links of interest.

EMS Issues.  Dr. Kendall thanks the EDs for volunteering after Katrina.  He noted the formation of the Northern New England Task Force.  He talked about the Medical Direction and Practice Board, to which Kendall is the ACEP rep, and discussed LifeFlight issues of direct access.  Kevin will email info on their recent meeting to the membership.
Roundtable.  The group discussed issues of interest at their hospitals.  

Adjournment.  Dr. Kendall specifically thanked the ED directors for coming to the meeting.  He solicited more involvement from SMMC and York.  The meeting adjourned at 9:15pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anna Bragdon

Chapter Executive

